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And I will reſtore thy Ne, as at the firſt, and thy 
Counſellors as at the beginning; afterwards thou 
ſhalt be call d the City of Righteouſneſs, the Faith- 
ful City. 0 


'T 


** 


HE Folly and Ingratitude of Men appear in 
no Inſtance more than in this; That they 
are apt to be regardleſs of the ordinary Bleſ- 

© ſings they enjoy, and to be affected with none but thoſe 

which are New, and Swrprizing. A wonderful Deliue- 
rance makes ſome Impreſſion upon 'em; but they take 
no notice of being in ſuch a Condition, as to need no 
> Deliverance. Nay, they are influenc'd only for a time, 
even by thoſe uncommon Occurrences; even thoſe are 
ſoon ſlighted, and forgotten by them. Moſt Men 
ſeem to expect the ſame Proofs of God's Power and 

Goodneſs, as ſome do to prove the Truth of the Chri- 

ſtian Religion; both requiring a frequent Repetition 

of freſh Miracles, the Former to revive their Gratitude, 
as the Latter to begin their Faith. 

No tho' it be very unreaſonable for Men to ex- 

pect new extraordinary Favours, to refreſh their Me- 

mories, and put them in mind of old ones; yet the 

Providence of God has been pleas'd to afford even that 

Privilege to us of theſe Nations. Beſides former Deli- 

verances from the many imminent Dangers which 

threatned our Conſtitution 3 we have had ar le One, 
ſince That which we this Day commemorate. But 
the preſent Occaſion obliges me to inlarge chiefly up- 
on That: And That indeed is ſo very ſignal and re- 
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markable, that it is of it ſelf more than ſufficient to 
furniſh Matter for any one Diſcourſe. 

In ſpeaking upon 
have choſen ſeem very proper to be inſiſted upon; not 
only my Text, but this whole Chapter, being applica- 
ble to our preſent purpoſe. Which indeed is not to 


be wonder'd at ; our Caſe ſo nearly reſembling That | 7 


of the Jews: Since, like Them, by the peculiar and 
ſignal Providence of God, we enjoy the pureſt Religi- 
on, and the beſt Eſtgbliſhment in the World, with fe. 
ſpe& to both Church, and State; and 1 wiſh I could not 
ſay that, like Them too, we are particularly remark- 
able for our Perverſeneſs, and Rebellion, and for our 
ungrateful Abuſe of ſuch ineſtimable Privileges. 

This whole Chapter therefore, I ſay, is almoſt as 
exactly adapted to our Circumſtances, as if it w 
purpolely calculated for them. Beſides ſome other 
Paſlages which I ſhall have occaſion to mention in the 
Progreſs of my Diſcourſe, Theſe which follow -are a 
perfect Deſcription of the State of theſe Kingdoms, eſ- 
pecially in the Times of Thoſe who overturn'd our 
Conſtitution,and made a Reſtoration ſo neceſſary a Bleſ- 
ſing. The Prophet, or rather God by the Mouth of 
his Prophet, begins his Expoſtulation with his People 


in theſe ſublime, elegant, and pathetical Expreſſions, 


which no Human Eloquence can equal, or imitate. 
Hear O Heavens, and give ear O Earth; for the Lord 
hath ſpoken. I have nouriſh'd and brought up Children, and 
they have rebell'd againſt me. The Ox knoweth his Owner, 
and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib ;, but Iſrael doth not knon, 
my People doth not conſider. Ah! ſinful Nation; A Peo- 
ple laden with Iniquity; a ſeed of evil Doers ; Children 
that are Corrupters; they have forſaken the Lord, they have 
provoł d the Holy One of Iſrael to Anger, they are gone away 
backward. Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? Te will re- 
volt more and more: The whole Head is Sick, and the whole 
Heart faint. From the Sole of the Foot even unto the Head 
there is no Soundneſs in it; but Wounds, and. Bruiſes, aud 
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0 hung Sores : They dave not been clo#d, neither bound | 


WS. neither molliſy' d with Ointment. Then to deſcribe the 

Wypocrifie which in thoſe Days Reign'd among the In- 
Jabitants of theſe Nations, when a Repetition of ſo- 
a- unn Fafts, and Thankſgivings, long Prayers, and much 


to reaching, was made a Cover for Tuch groſs Abomina- 


at J ſions, as Rebellion, and Murder; nothing certainly 
nd Mould be more proper, than ſuch a Reprehenſion as 
zi- his. To what purpoſe is the multitude of your Sacrifices 
e- ¶ to me, ſaith the Lord? I am full of Burnt.Offerings, of 


ot Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts; and I delight not in the 


k- {Blood of Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of He-Goats. When 
zur e come to appear before me, who hath requir'd this at your 
Hands to tread my Courts? i. e. To Tread them thus, 
In ſuch a manner, with ſuch profane Hearts, and hy- 
pocritical Intentions. Bring no more vain Oblations, In- 
Tenſe is an Abomination unto me : The New Moons and the 


Sabbaths, the Calling of Aſſemblies I cannot away with: 


he ſpread forth your Hands, I will hide mine Eyes from 
you, when ye make man Mapers I will not hear : Pour 
Hands are full of Blood. But then after having 
20s, Wpromis'd Forgiveneſs, upon their Repentance and Re- 
ite, formation, He proceeds thus. And I will turn my Hand 
ord von thee ; and purely purge away the Droſs, and take away 
and {41 thy Tin : And I will reſtore thy Judges as at the firſt, and 
thy Counſellors as at the Beginning; afterward Thou ſhals 
be called the City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City. 

From what is either expreſs'd or imply'd in the 
Words of my Text, naturally ariie theſe Three follow- 
lug Obſervations. 
| I. Firſt, © That to a Nation which has a well tem- 
E per'd Conſtitution of Government eſtabliſh'd in ir, 
nothing can be a greater Miſery, or Affliction, than 
: to have that Conſtitution overturn'd; and conſe- 
- quently, nothing can be a greater Bleſſing. than to 

| have 


” 


Ut i« Iniquity, even the Solemn Meeting. Your New 
Moons, and your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth: They 
are a Trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them. And when 
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have it reſtor d, after it has been ſubvertedl 
- This is the very Foundation of what is here pro- 
mis d and foretold; and all that is contain'd in the 
Text, turns upon this Suppoſition. ; 4 
II. Secondly, © That to bring about ſuch a Reſtora. 
tion, is, to the laſt degree, difficult, and requires the 
immediate Interpoſition of God's Power, and Provi. 
« dence. © Iwill reſtore thy Fudges,— &c. God take 
upon Himſelf ſo great a Work, as to effect ſo extra. 
ordinary a Deliverance. | ih 
III. Thirdly, * That a Nation ſo ſignally deliver'd, 
«js oblig'd, both in Intereſt and Gratitude, to be, for 
© the future, entirely obedient to God's Commands; {KC 
« and eſpecially to abſtain from thoſe Principles, and 
Practices, which before provok'd Him ſo ſeverely 
© to Puniſh them.“ Afterward thou ſhalt be called tix 
City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City. 
Ido not lay down Theſe, as Points of Dlvinity to 
be Srated, or Proved : They are ſufficiently plain of 
Themſelves. But then they naturally flow from the 80 
Words of the Text: And the Uſe I make of them, is, 
not to prove them, (that they are true, being taker for 
granted) but only to illuſtrate, enforce, and apply them 
to our own particular Circumſtances. And this I am i 
afraid, will appear, before I have done, to have been {Whyſici 
no leſs than Neceſſary. For tho? in this Polite Age, Vn a St; 
Men abound with Wit, and Knowledge; yet as ti MW. To: 
obſerv'd, that Wit is commonly attended with a 644 ermer 
Aemory, it appears in nothing more than in the pre- NConſtit 
ſent Inſtance. It is therefore extreamly requiſite to re- hat Pe 
mind them of many Things, in which they do not want t was! 
to be inſtrufted. ears 
The firſt Obſervable is this : their P. 
© That to a Nation which has a well temperd e a Pr 
© Conſtitution of Government eſtabliſh'd in it, no- Na the 
© thing can be a greater Miſery or Affliction, than to egulze 


have that Conſtitution overturn'd; and conſequent! q 7 
. ; wy Yy 8 


nade t 
ree-T. 


| „ | 
ly, Nothing can be a greater Bleſſing, than to have 
it reſtor'd, after it has been once ſubverted. | 
This, one would think, ſhould need no Proof: 
ad yet, by the Maxims, and Behaviour of ſome 
de mong us, it ſeems to be as conteſtable a Point as an 
ji, hatſoever. By their love of Change, by their reſtleſs 
nd unquiet Temper , they ſeem to be of Opinion, 
"2. That ſcarce any thing is more agreeable than that con- 
gd Variety, which ariſes from frequent Alterations 
4 In Government. But leaving Them to be rather 
eu Chain'd as Madman, than Argu'd with as rational 
15; (Creatures, I ſhall not go about to prove this Propoſi- 
ind tion, büt ſhallonly, as I ſaid, illuſtrate and apply it 
eh Any f9rt Change in the Conſtitution of a Govern- 
ment, even a Change from a Bad to a Good one, can- 
not but be extreamly Difficult and Hazardous.. As 
to de whole Maſs of Blood cannot, even to remove a 
| of Viſtemper, be on a ſuddain put into an Agitation, 
o as to be entirely alter'd, without endangering the 
Life of the Patient. But this holds much ſtronger, 


2 for When the Change in Government is of a contrary Na- 
hem ure, from a Good to a Bad one, or to none at all: 
am s it is perfect Madneſs in a Man to take Pains and 
deen MEPhyſick to make himſelf Sick, when he was before 
age, in a State of Health and Vigour. 


| To apply this therefore to the Caſe of the Jews in 
former Times, and of our ſelves in the preſent. The 
pre · N Conſtitution both in Church and State, under which 
re- Frhat People liv'd, was undoubtedly excellent, becauſe 
want It was Divine; God Himſelf being their King for many 
ears; firſt giving them their Laws, and afterwards 

their Plan of Government. For that was allow'd to 

per'd Pe a Privilege in thoſe Days, though it may be none 
„no- Ta the Opinion of ſome Alen now, who will not re- 
an to Negnize the abſolute Dominion and Authority even of 
dent · be God that made them. There was then no Noti- 
„Hof the Horeb-Treaty, nor of the Original Contract 
. nade there: That Diſcovery was reſery'd for the 
ree-Thinkers of the Times we live in. Then 


that reads the Holy Scriptures can be ignorant of the 
Hiſtorical Account,and melancholy Deſcription,which 


| in the Mourningꝭ of the Prophets, and the inſpir 
Complaints utter'd by them; eſpecially by Feremiab in 


that pathetical Book of his Lamentations. To inſtance : 


. only in the Beginning of it: What can be more mo. 


| ing than thoſe bemoaning Expreſſions : How doth th 
City ſit ſolitary that was full of People ? How is ſhe becom 


as a Widow ? She that was great among the Nations, ani 


Then for the Miſeries which the Jewiſb Nation un: 
| derweat, after the Glory was departed from Iſrnel, au 
3 their excellent Conſtitution overthrown 3 No boch 


| is given them, in thoſe Sacred Writings particularly 


Princeſs among the Provinces, how is ſhe become tributary! moſt 

She weepeth "wy in the night, and her Tears are on her cheeks, WW Oh e 

Among all her Lovers ſhe hath none to comfort her? all br Romi, 

Friends have dealt treacherouſly with her; They are becom ¶ more 

her Enemies. Judah is gone into Captivity» — The way: inſtit 

Zion do mourn, becauſe none come to the ſolemn Feaſts ; AM ;:tro 

her Gates are deſolate; Her Prieſts ſigh, her Virgins are . ¶ indee 

flited, and ſhe is in buterneſs. Her Adver aries are chi, ¶ out t 

and her Enemies proſper ; For the Lord hath afflifted her loſing 

for the multitude of her Tranſgreſſions her Children are gon ¶ the 5 

into Captive before the Enemy. | | cellen 

As to our own Caſe, the Ordinary Providence of Gol the I 

never bleſt any Nation of the World with ſo perfect: Nil H. 

Conſtitution, as That of theſe Kingdoms: In which H whatf 

the Authority of the Prince, the Liberty of the Subjed, | Srengt 

and the Happineſs of Both are equally provided for. Up 

The Schemes of Lycurgus, Solon, Plato, or Machiave, N people 

| were not ſo exquiſite in Speculation, as our's is in Fat; ſtical | 
14 and what they could not ſo much as contrive, we at N ſcſyes 
| ally enjoy. A Conſtitution it is, made up like the Hef 4 

| Univerſe, of Four Elements; and tho' the Sovere!12" WW perly; 

and the three Eſtates ſeem to be, in their Nature, "ea % S 

| them, jarring and diſagreeing Principles, yet like then og 
| too, they are ſo mutually temper d, and blended, that iu jag our 
ſtead of deſtroying, they ſtrengthen and ſupport ti Nation 


0 
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World in its Compoſition, ſo it may do in its Duration; 
if ſo great a Bleſſing be not prevented by our own Folly 
be and Wickedneſs. 
ich; Nor do we leſs excel all other Nations in the Model 
17S of our Church, than in that of our Civil State. For its 
0 pure uncorrupted Doctrines and Diſcipline; for its 
u proper, decent, and Edifying Ceremonies ; for its ex- 
ice WT cellent Liturgy, Cannons, and Articles : In ſhort, for 


its being every way truly Primitive, truly Apoſtolical, 
te and truly Chriſtian. We have ſafficiently prov'd it to 
on! be, and it is by all unprejudic'd Perſons acknowledg'd 
i to be, the moſt perfect, the moſt unexceptionable, the 
ry moſt glorious Church this day in the Chriſtian World. 


Other Churches have indeed quitted the Errors of the 
© Komiſh Religion; but then they have quitted ſomething 
more than its Errors: They have loſt the Epiſcopacy 
inſtituted by the Apoſtles, as well as the Corruptions 
iatroduc'd by the Papiſts. Like thoſe, who recover 
© indeed out of one dangerous Diſtemper, but not with- 
out throwing themſelves into another; or not without 
Cloſing a Limb, or an Eye, in the ſtruggle betwee 

the Diſeaſe, and the Conſtitution. Whereas our ex- 
cellent Church, recover'd clearly and entirely from 


God the Diſeaſe of Popery ;- throughly purg'd away all its 
ect! ill Humors, and without being maim'd in any Part 
dich N whatſoever, was perfectly reſtor'd to primitive 
bjed, Strength, and Beauty. 1 

for Upon the whole therefore, We are the happieſt 
— People in the World, both in our Civil and Eccleſia- 


ſtical Bſtabliſhment, if we can but prevail upon our 
ſelyes to be ſenſible that we are ſo; and thoſe Words 
e the Not Moſes to the Children of Jrael, are now moſt pro- 
ereigy perly true of us; What Nations is there ſo great, that 
beth Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous ? And I pray 
then God we may for the future keep and do them; this be- 
at I- Ing our Wiſdom and our Underſtanding, in the ſight of the 


bes Nations, which ſhall here theſe Statutes; and will then fay, 
, | ; B 


Whole. And as This Scheme reſembles That of the 


ſurely | 
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ſurely this great Nations is a wiſe and underſtanding People. 

Thus therefore our Caſe reſembles that of the Jem. 
in our having an excellent Conſtitution eſtabliſh'd 
among us. And ſo it did likewiſe upon the Account 
of the Miſeries we endur'd, after it was ſubverted and 
deſtroy'd. How truly might thoſe Words of the Pro- 
phet, in this Chapter, be then apply'd to theſe un- 
happy Nations! Tour Country is deſolate ;, your Cities are 
burnt with Fire: And the Daughter of Zion (which be- 
ing tranſlated to our Circumſtances, as well as into 
our Language, is to be render'd the Church of Eng- 
land) is left as a Cottage in aVineyard, as a Lodge in a 
Garden of Cucumbers, as a beſieg d City. 

Tyranny and Oppreſſion, Inſolence and Arbitrary 
Power, Diſorder and Confuſion overſpread the whole 
Face of what was call'd the Commonwealth. For with 
that beloved Name here was Tyranny in the higheſt 
Degree ; and the worſt of Tyranny too, That of In- 
ſeriors over their Betters. The Nation was inflav'd 
by the moſt zealous Talkers about Liberty; and Pro- 
perty was deſtroy'd by thoſe very Perſons whopreten- 
ded to ſecure it. And ſo indeed it will ever be found 
to be: Thoſe who make the loudeſt Clamour againſt 
Tyranny and Arbitrary Power, when there is no Danger 
of it, wnleſs it be for Themſelves, are, to the utmoſt of 
their Ability,the moſt unreaſonable Deſtroyers of Li- 
berty, the moſt Arbitrary and Inſolent of Tyrants. 
Of which we have had much later Inſtances, than thoſe 
from which we were this Day deliver'd. Then, evcry 
Thing that was truly Noble, Brave, Generous, and 
Polite, was perſecuted and oppreſs'd by ſuch a Spirit 
of Baſeneſs and Barbarity, as was never before heard 
of, ſince the lrruption of the Goths, and Vandals into 
the Roman Empire. All the Plague of Egypt almoſt, 
ſeem'd, in a figurative Senſe, to be at once let looſe up- 
on us: Rivers turn d into Blood, by the Slaughter of ſo 
many Thouſands in that unnatural Rebellion: Dark 
ne i of Ignorance and Error, evex thick Darkneſs whies 

| mie 1 


nll. eren 


might be, and actually was, moſt ſeverely felt: And 


when the Eſtates of the moſt ancient Gentry and No- 


bility, were ſeiz'd and waſted by an hungry Plebeian 
Rabble, who were born to no Eſtates ; nay, when 
they ſwarm'd about the Court, and in the Royal Pa- 
laces ;z it was Thus that the Land was devour'd by 
Locuſts and Caterpillars ;, and Frogs were even in our Kings 
Chambers. 

Then for the Church, how properly might That be 
call'd a Den of Thieves, when Thoſe who poſleſs'd its 
Preferments, poſleſs'd them only by Robbery and Se- 
queſtration ! And all other Circumſtances were exact- 
ly agreeable to this; when Confuſion paſs'd for Diſci- 
pline, Falſe Doctrine for Divinity, Pedrantry for 
Learning, Jargon for Eloquence, Hypocriſy for Ho- 
lineſs, and Blaſphemy for Devotion. Then it was 
(and there could not be a more proper Seaſon for it) 
that ſo many New, Anti- religious Sec ſtarted up a- 
mong us, ſuch as Quakers, Ranters, Muggletonians, 
and others of different Shapes, unheard of before in 
any Age of the Goſpel. It was the Iniquity and Cor- 
ruption of thoſe Times, that hatch'd That numerous 
Spawn of ſtrange, obſcene Hereſies; as noxious Rep- 
tiles are always apt to be generated out of Filth, and 
Putrefattion. 

Thus excellent then, as I have repreſented it, was 
the Jewiſh Conſtitution, and thus excellent is Our's. 
And Theſe, which I have mention'd, were the Miſe- 
ries which both We and They felt by having our Con- 
ſtitution overturn d. Conſequently, it is too plain to 


require any Proof, That it was a ſignal Mercy in Gd, | 


to reſettle our Foundations after they were ſubverted. 
I ſay it was a ſignal Mercy in God to do all this. For, 
II.“ To bring about ſuch a Reſtoration, is, to the 
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* laſt degree, Difficult; and requires the immediate vi 


*Interpoſition of God's Power, and Providence.“ 
Which was the ſecend Thing I propos'd to Conſider. 


It is to Him, indeed, that we ought, in a large Senſe,. 


B 2 


| ©. 


to aſcribe all Events whatſoever : Our Bleſſed Sa vi- 
out aſſuring us, that not an Hair falls from our Heads, 
nor a Sparrow to the Graund, without his Notice. But 
yet ſome are more remarkable Effects of His particu- 
lar Providence: They are ſo great and ſurprizing, that 
'humanly ſpeaking , it is impoſſible to account for 
them; and therefore they are to be aſcrib'd to His 
immediate Power and Wiſdom. In ſuch a Caſe, A. 
Men that ſee it ſhall ſay, This hath God done; for they 
ſhall perceive that it is His Work. . And certainly, there 
can ſcarce be a greater Inſtance of his extraordinary 
Interpoſition, than turning the Bent of Popular Mad- 
neſs, New modelling a whole Nation, and reſtoring 
A Conſtitution after it has been once entirely deſtroy. 
To call ſuch Order out of ſuch Confuſion, is like 
Creating the World out of Chaos; but with God nothing 10 
Difficult, as well as nothing impoſſible. According to 
the Mcaſures of Human Probability, how little Pro- 


ſpect had the Jews of it, when They were in Babylon? 


Their Chiets and Princes were in Captivity, and their 
Government utterly overturn'd. They that hated them 
were perfectly Lords cover them. The Anointed of the 
Lord, the Breath of their Noſtrils, was not only tale, 


zu their Pits, but with this Progeny dy'd in Captivity ; 


by which their Hopes were almoſt as much extinct, as 
it He had been really the Breath of their Noſtrils. So 
that a Reſtoration to them, was a kind of Reſurrection 
trom the Dead; for to that, at leaſt, we may properly 
compare it, if not to a Creation, which I before-me n- 
rion'd. And thus, indeed, it is compar'd by God 
Himſelf, in that Viſion of Ezekiel, which he ſaw, 
while with his Countrymen he was actually in Cap- 
tivity, and a Deliverance from it ſeem'd impoſſible. 
By which Viſion, he had at once ſigur'd to him the 
{ Re-eſtabliſhment of the Jews, and the Reſurrection 
af all Mankind from the Dead. It is that elegant Re- 
reſentation, in the 37th Chapter of his Prophecy : 
there, after having deſcrib'd the Valley % of dry 


Bone: 


45, { 
a pſe de 
, Son 
1 hold t 
f—Thi 
Lord 
A cauſe 
5 9 the 1 
Nor 
te, di 
Wing, 1 
9 0 int 
gere no 
own 
their 
Itution 
Ind yet 
Sithout 
hat w. 
it hac 
ge exce 
nich v 
al not 
uneceſl 
the ne 

iy 1 
III. << 
ged b 
future 
eſpeci 
Pratt; 
puniſ 
It is v 
lle of 
nou ſh: 
at the: 


dth in 
latth, 5 


? 


” 


5 + ST. V 


„„ the Re-union of them, and the Reviving of 
Wo dead Bodies, he proceeds thus; Then he ſaid unto 
, Sn of Man, theſe Bones are the whole Houſe of: Iſrael. 
hold they ſay, our Bones are dryed, and our Hope is 
Therefore Prophecy unto them, and ſay, Thus ſaith 
Lord God, Behold O my People, I will open your Graves, 
« d cauſe you to come up out of your Graves, and bring you 
Wo the Land of Iſrael. 

Nor was our Caſe, in all Appearance, leſs deſpe- 
We, during the time of the Great Uſurpation. Our 
Wing, indeed, was not carried away, but he was driven 
Wy into xile, tho? not into Caprivity. His Enemies 
gere not Foreigners, but (which is worſe) they were 
Ss own Rebellious Subjects; who had all the Power 
their Hands, and had wholly overthrown the Con- 
Frution of the Government, both in Church and State. 
Ind yet this great Reſtoration was effected, not only 
Jichout Bloodſhed , but even without Noiſe: And 
nat was before thought poſſible, was perform'd as 
it had never been Diffcult. But every Body knows 
fe exceeding Improbability, and ſtrange Providences 
nich viſibly attended that wonderful Tranſaction. | 
all not therefore detain this Illuſtrious Aſſembly by 
Inneceſſarily deſcribing it; but ſhall haſten to ſhew, 
the next place, what Uſe we ought to make of it. 
My Third Obſervable therefore is this: 

III.“ That a Nation fo fignally deliver'd, is obli- 
ged both in Intereſt and Gratitude, to be, for the 
future, entirely obedient to God's Commands, and 
eſpecially to abſtain from thoſe Principles, and thoſe 
Practices, Which before provok'd him fo ſeverely to 
puniſh them. 

It is well known to all who are acquainted with the 
le of the Holy Scriptures, that this Expreſſion, 
hou ſhalt be called, is equivalent to Thou ſhalt Be; and 
at there are ſeveral other Inſtances of the fame kind 


th, 5-9. Bleſſed are the Peace-Makers ; for they ſnall 
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be call d the Children of God. Whether this latter Cla 
of my Text, is to be underſtood (like the former) 
a Prophecy; That they actually would be the City of RM 
2 the faithful City; or only as an AdmonitnM 
that they ought to be ſo, may admit of ſome doubt. 
cauſe it may be a little difficult to aſſign the Time wid 
that People fulfill'd this Prediction, by the Righteouſy 
and Faithfulneſs of their Behaviour. However, it 
moſt probable, that it is to be taken, not only in ti 
latter, but alſo in the former of theſe Senſes ; it appeal 
ing, from the Hiſtorical Account given by ENV, at 
Nehemiah, that upon Rebuilding the Temple and M. 
at Jeruſalem, thoſe that came out of Babylon, were d 
pos d to ſerve the Lord with all their Heart, and ſincem 
to repent of all their former Tranſgreſſions. Andit 
very likely they continu'd to do ſo for many Years, th 
they afterwards relaps'd,and became more corrupt th 
ever. And if it be hard to ſay, when they anſwer 
God's Ex pectation in this particular, I fear it is mud 
harder to ſay, when we did, or when we ſhall. Th 
(bleſſed be God) we have many worthy Defenders 
our Conſtitution, who deſerve all imaginable Praiſe a 
Honour; and great Numbers, who in their private 
pacity, contribute their Parts to make us anſwer ti 
Character given in my Text; yet conſidering the wid 
ed Principles of Many, and the wicked Practices 
Moſt, it is too certain, that upon the whole, we cat 
not, with any Propriety, be call'd, The City of Right 
ouſneſs, the faithful City. | 

For as to the firſt of theſe Expreſſions ; can wel 
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call'd The City of Righteouſneſs, when all ſorts of B I ale, 
bauchery and Profaneneſs have, like a Deluge, ove oy 
{pread theſe Nations? When there are ſo many, v At 7 
even glory in their Shame, make a Science of Lewdne 705 


and are not only Workers, but Profeſſors of Iniquit) 
The City of Righteouſneſs * When there is ſo much bat 
fac'd, ſhameleſs Injuſtice, only out of Prepoſleſſol 
and Fayour to a Fattion ? So-much bitter Malice, L 

| i0 


Er of th 
Rigpt bY 
Wicule 
Right 1 


„ and Slander againſt Thoſe who never did any In- 
or gave am Provocation to the Authors of thoſe 
Wlumnics, unleſs by refuſing to be of the ſame unju- 
le Principles with Themſelves. As to the other 
W:preſſion of the Text, it will be as difficult to con- 
ive, how great Numbers of Men among us can be 
id to be a Part of the Faithful City, unleſs it be fo far 
the faithful City is become an Harlot. To conſider a 
ttle particularly; this Word Faithful is us'd in ſeve- 
I diſtin Significations. | 
In the firſt place it implies Loyalty; Faithfulneſs to 
ur Governours, and being true to the Conſtitution, both in 
e Church and State under which we live. And can 
hoſe be ſaid to be ſo, who are ungratefully inſenſi- 
le of the Happineſs they enjoy from ſo Excellent a 
onſtitution ? By a moſt unjuſtifiable Schiſm ſeparate 
om Church, or are for introducing New Schemes and 
Iterations into the State? Who, if they do Commu- 
cate with the Church, yet endeavour to enervate its 
diſcipline, dilute its Doctrines, undermine its Autho- 
ity, betray its Intereſt, and in oppoſition to it upon all 
dccaſtions, defend the Cauſe of the moſt unreaſonable 
et of Schiſmaticks, that ever yet appear'd in the 
orld. Has not the Power of the Church been laugh'd 
t, its Miniſters inſulted and abus'd with the utmoſt 
pight and Malice, and with a pretended, tho? not real 
outempt ? Has not its Divine Inſtitution been explo- 
led, and its very Ordination flatly deny'd ? Then with 
egard to the State; can Thoſe be call'd Faithful in this 
denſe, who tho? they may allow of a Government for 
bme time, as long as they think it a convenient thing, and 
re pleas'd to ſay, It conduces to the Good of the Publick;, 
et have no Notion of what is call'd Duty to Governors, 


80 
| it 
IN ti 
Dper 
1, 0 
W. 
re d 
cere 
nd it 
'S, UN 
t th 
ſwer 
mud 

The 
ders 
iſe at 
ite 
er tl 
> WICK 
1ces 0 
ve Cal 
Right 


wel 
of D 
„ore 
Y, W 


* r of Subjection for Conſcience ſabe; who ſet up the Pow- 
* Hof the People above that of the Prince, explode Divine 
(delia both in Church and State, as a Thing abſurd and 
* diculdus in its own Nature; as if God had either no 
in ent inherent in Him, or were incapable of delegating 
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it to another. All which Tenets can proceed from 9 
thing but from their want of Religion and Reaſon, a 
from their not having a due Reſpect even for the ad 
ble Majeſtywof that High and Lofty One that inhabiM 
Eternity! Can thoſe be imagin'd heartily to rejoyce, ali 
give God Thanks for the Miraculous Deliverance if 
this Day, who by their Words and Actions make it 1M 
ſible to all the World, that they are heartily ſorry i 
ever happen'd? Or can Thoſe be thought to do 6, 
whoſe Day of ſolemn Thankſgiving, is the Thirtieth rms, 
January, not the Nine and Twentieth of May? Who i- 
ſtifie and inculcate the very ſame Principles, which pt ver: 
duc'd the Great Rebellion, and all thoſe diſmal Conf. 
ſions from which we were this Day deliver'd ? Who 
with unparallell'd Confidence and Preſumption (not mmi 
giveit a wor/e Expreſſion) openly deny and ridicule Thok 
Maxims which are fundamental to the Conſtitution of 
our Government; and which no body, in any Age, es 
cept that which we are om remembring, and that it 
which We nom Live, ever dar'd ſo much as to queſtion, 
And all this out of a Pretended Zeal for another late Di. 
liverance, and for the preſent happy Settlement which 
is moſt ſnamefully affronted and diſhonour'd by ſo vile; 
a Suppoſition; and which We have often demonſtrated 
to be intirely conſiſtent with thoſe Fundamental Maxim, 
and with the ſtricteſt Doctrines of the Holy Scriptures: 
According to which, we have prov'd it not only law- Wpaſequ 
ful, but our Duty to ſubmit to, and rejoyce in the preſent Moverac 
happy Settlement, ſincerely, heartily, affectionately, er, 
without any Prevarication or Reſerve, and to defend entire 
and maintain it againſt all Oppoſers or Pretenders hat- Whpy Ser 
ſoever. urity « 

This unavoidably puts us ia mind, of their denying {nds to 
and ridiculing an expreſs Doctrine of the Holy Scrip- Wi plai 
tures, which, upon theſe Occations, we are particu- N oug| 
larly oblig'd to take notice of; I mean the Doctrine, H o 


That the Powers that be, are ordain'd of God; Hh. a 
ſoe ver therefore reſiſteth the Power, re ſiſteth the Ordinantt 2 
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(088 God, and They that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
ion. A Doctrine, which after all the Ca ls 
t have been urg'd, and the Rage that has been x- 
1188+ 6d againſt it, is certainly True, if the Scriptures 
aa ſo. It may perhaps have been falſly fared, and 
ay prov'd, and wrong Conſequences may have been 
sa from it; but if That ſhews it to be falſe, ſcarce 
» iy Propoſition in the World can be True. It does 
r indeed ſettle, or determine the particular Laws, 
» rms, or Conſtitutions of particular Governments, 
j. ¶ r declare in whom each of them lodges the Supreme 
pro. 
nry 


| pm the Governed, is (without any Exception) as 
Vho 


arly and expreſly forbidden, as Murder in the Sixth 


1 ammandment, or Adultery in the Seventh: It ſeems 
hol ry ſtrange therefore, that Men ſhould ſo loudly and 
1 0: Wblitively declaim againſt it, eſpecially, ſince it is like- 
„ee the Doctrine of the Primitive Chriſtians, of the 
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bolt eminent Writers in all Ages, both Divines and 
awyers, of all Churches, and all Religions, that can 
goperly be call'd ſo, particularly of our own Church, 
bd even of the Laws of the Land. It has alſo been ſuf- 
ently prov'd from Reaſon, and all the Arguments 
painſt it, both from Reaſon and Scripture, have 
pen abundantly Confuted : We have prov'd, that it 
not only True in it ſelf; but advantageous in its 
dnſequences, and that to the Subjects, as well as the 
dyernours 3 tending to ſecure the Liberties of the 
tely, Ne, as well as the Authority of the latter: That it 
fend Nentirely conſiſtent and recoucilable with the. preſent 
hat · yy Settlement; nay, that it is the great Support and 
curity of it; and that the contrary Principle, directly 

ing ads to overturn and deſtroy it. However, as I ſaid, 
crip- Iis plainly the Doctrine of the Scriptures; and if it 
ticu- ¶ ought it to be made the ObjeRt of a ſenſeleſs, dull 
rine, 4 ought it to be handed? To be called a Slũ⸗ 
e a 
nung eber, is it not the Height of Blaſphemy to Fix ſuch 
and 9diow Epithets upon it? Certainly Men had 
ea be very ſure they are ia the Right, before they 
C pre- 
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wer: But, in the General, Reſiſtance to Governours 


amnable, a Blaſphemous Doctrine? Or 
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ch true Prudence) is the Character of a Ve as well 
of a Brave and Honeſt Man. 

Laſtly, To be Faithful, implies being a true Believer 
ith regard to thoſe Points of Faith, which are pro- 
od to us in the Holy Scriptures. And have we not 
Jumbers of Men among us, who deny, and argue 
Neainſt the Articles of aur Faith, the Divine Authori- 
& of the Scriptures, the Immortality of the Soul, if 


plot the very Being of a God ? If God has not been de- 
to yd, He has been, and continually is, plentifully 
Ta laſphem'd, and that in the moſt open and impudent 
pen 2 anner, in Publick Converſation, in Print, in a great 


in, Nariety of wicked Books and Pamphlets; and the Un- 
the We odlyTenets have been propagated and diſpers'd with 
E unncommon Care and Induſtry, by Men who ſcem to 
re declar'd War againſt Heaven, and to ſtand at 
perfect Defiance with the Almighty. 
77 08 Theſe Three, which I have mention'd, are the dif- 
E ferent Significations in which this important Word 
Faithful is uſed : And it is very hard to ſay, how the 
Perſons I have been deſcribing, can be Members of the 
Faithful City; unleſs Men can be ſaid to be Faithful by 
being Di/loyal ;, Faithful, by being Perfidious; Faithful, 
by being Infidels. | 3s 

If theſe Things are in their own Nature extremely 
ſhocking, We cannot helpit; and tho? we be never ſo 
cautious in the choice of our Words, they will, and 
indeed they ought to appear ſo. And therefore, we 
are moſt unreaſonably accus'd of Heat and Paſſion, 
when we only ſet them in a true Light, and diſplay 
them in their proper Colours; which is abſolutely 
Neceſlary, and our indiſpenſable Duty to do, that 
well-meaning Perſons may be undeceived, and ab- 
hor the Tendency of ſuch pernicious Principles and 
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lines Practices. All Perſonal Reflections we entirely ſet aſide; 

lat We purpoſely avoid all provokzng, and (as far as the 

g dot Nature of the Thing will permit) even ſevere Expreſſi- 

en ons. And if after all this, we muſt be charg'd with 

eroſſ Violence and want of Temper, by thoſe who of al 
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Mankindare moſt guilty of it Tbemſelvet zwe are ſorryſ 
it, I mean for their Sakes, not for our own; heartin 
ſorry, that Men will ſuffer Themſelves to be ſo un 
countably infatuated by the ſound of three or four nit 
apply'd Words. Il only deſire it may be conſider; 
that the very Laws which command the Obſervatiuſ 
of This, and ſome other Days, nay, the Prayer 
which we have this Morning been offering up to 4. 
mighty God (and ſure we did not mock Him, whe 
we addreſs'd our ſelves to Him) are compos'd in ful 
as ſevere Fxpreſſions, as any l have made uſe of. 

In thoſe Prayers we bleſs God for having deliverd uk 
from the unnatural Rebellion, Vſurpation, and Tyranny of u- 
godly and cruel Men; for overthrowing the wicked Deſgn 
of thoſe d e eee ge High-minded Men, mho und: 
pretence of Religion, and his moſt holy Name, had contrivi 
the utter Deſtruttion of this Church and Kingdom. We beſeech Wo 
him to ſend forth his Light and his Truth, for the Diſcover 
of thoſe Depths of Satan, this Myſtery of Iniquity. To inf 
tuate and defeat all the ſecret Counſels of the Ungodly, i 
abate their Pride, aſſmage their Malice, and confound their 
Devices. To ſtrengthen the Hands of our Gracious Syvercigy 
Queen ANNE, and all that are put in Authority under 


2 


Her, with Judgment and Juſtice, to cut off all ſuch 
CUozkers of Intquity, as turn Religion into Be. 
bellion, and Faith into Faction, t they may never 
again prevail againſt us, nor triumph in the Ruin of the Me 
narchy, and his Church among us. However, if this fooliſ 
Prejudice grounded upon a notorious Sander, and Falſ- 
hood in Fact, muſt ſtill be in force againſt us, ſo as to 
ſtop People's Ears to the plaineſt and moſt important 
Truths; we nuſt ſpeak, notwithſtanding, tho? we have 
not yet found cut any way to do it, without Words to 
expreſs our Meaning: I ſay, we muſt ſpeak, and if Others 
will not do Their Duty, we will do Ours. According to 
that Command of God to his Prophet, in the 2d Chap- 
ter of Ezekiel : A Paſſage extremely applicable to the 
Caſe I am now mentioning ; and to thoſe Perſons who 
are obſtinately guilty of the Principles I have been ex- 

| | poſing 
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poſing: And he ſaid unto me, Sen of Man I ſend thee te 
the Children of Iſrael, to a Rebellious J2atton, that 
hath rebell d againſt me: They and their Fa- 
thers have tranſgreſi d againſt me, even unto this very Day. 
r they are impudent Childzen and ſtiff Hearted. 
Js ſend thee unto them; and thou ſhalt ſay unto them, thus 
en [aith the Lord God. And they, whether they will hear, or 
A-BFS mhether they will forbear, (for they are a Rebellious Houſe 
hei yet ſhall know, that there hath been a Prophet among them. 
ful And thou Son of Man, be not afraid of their Words, tho 
= Briers and Thorns be with thee, and thou doſt dwell among 


Wo Scorpions, be not afraid of their Words, nor be diſmay'd at 
Loos, tho? they be 4 Rebellious Houſe. And thou ſhalt ſpeak 
an? my Words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether th 
7 vill forbear ;, for They are moſt Rebellious. 

M 


But, perhaps, we ſhall be told, that we have been all 
rech this while proceeding upon a wrong Suppoſition, upon 
ver a miſtake in Fact; that there are no ſuch Principles in 
Being, as Thoſe which I have been complaining of. It 
is, indeed, hardly credible, that any Body ſhould aſſerr 
© this; and yet it is common with thoſe Men, to defend 
© ſuch Principles in one Sentence, and deny that there are 
any ſuch Principles in another. According to this way of 


that there ever was any Subverſion of the Government 
as we have been all along imagining ; and conſequently? 
that there was ever any Re-eſtabliſhment of it. They 
already inſiſt upon it, that there was 0 Rebellion; the 
next Step is to aſſert, that there was no Civil War, No; 
Trey have not ſo much as heard whether there were any R E- 
WTORATION. Theſe things they may almoſt as 
well affirm, as many other amazing Fal ſhoods in Fact, 
and Paradoxes in Reaſon. The Truth is, by their hud- 
dling and confounding Notions, by their labouring to 
darken Peoples Underſtandings, and pervert the Uſe 
of Words, They ſeem to have form'd a Conſpiracy 
agaiuſt Ommon Senſe > The boldeſt Enterprize that 


of was yet undertaken, and we hope the moſt unſuc- 
eſsful. | 
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Tho' there are too many, who are, in the higheſt 
Senſe, Obſtinately guilty of theſe Wicked Tenets and 
Practices; yet their Numbers are ſo inconſiderable, that 
They would not dare ſo much as to ſhew Themſelves, 
were they not ſupported by others, who meaning well, H, 
are miſled by Thoſe whoſe Principles They would ab- 
hor, were they but truly ſenſible and appriz'd of 'em. 
Tho' we heartily deſire and endeavour to reclaim even ſr] 
the former of Theſe ; yet our greateſt Hopes are to un- 
deceive, and diſabuſe the latter. We earneſtly beſeeck Fer 


them therefore, in the Bowels of our Lord Feſt Chriſt, * 
and as they tender both their Temporal, and Eternal pe: 
Intereſt, not to be amus'd with Popular Phraſes, bu WW He 


ſeriouſly to conſider theſe Things. Thoſe who delude them, ue 
talk indcel1 of Peace; but We not only recommend it, Gin 
but ſhew them the way to it. To what purpoſe is it for 8 Th 
Men to make general Declamations in praiſe of Lose 


? 
and Unity, while by their Behaviour and Principles, W# 8 
they render ſuch a Reconciliation abſolutely impoſſible? cou 
Foram could ask the Queſtion, I it Peace, Jehu? But he Pro 
xeceiv'd a very proper, thoꝰ ſhzry Aiſwer, What Peace, WF coo; 
fo long as the ¶ Thore doms of the 1Mother Jezebel, and ber und 
Witcl crafts are ſo many? We, on the other ile, dired . mot 
and ſhew them hom, and in what they muſt unite : And oye 


how ſhould that be, and i; what, but in the true old Prin Ha 
ciples of the Chriſtizn Religion, and of that Church and and 
State, to which Me all belong? This, and Tots only, is tie and 
true Way to Peace and Unity. Let the Republican fol- allo: 
fake his falſe Schemes of Government, the Deiſt his tery 
Infidelity, the Socinian his Hereſy, the Sectary his Schiſm, We ſupp 
and all of us our Sins . and let us return to the Lord. (v . forn 
He will have mercy upon us, and to our God, for He nil not 
abundantly pardon. It is Thus that we may iadeed lay WW py 
aſide all our Animoſities, heartily reconcile in one, | jeaſy 
eaſie, uniform Scheme, Take ſweet Cu tog ether, a to 
walk in the Houſe of God as Friends. E Hea 

And ſurely ſuch an Union of Principles an! Aﬀect: good 


ons among us, was never more nece!{}iry nit is no, ness 
in chis great Conjuntture of Affairs, Which is na dly 1 Wo 
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Nothing but Wars and Rumours of War l. — And tho? 
(bleſſed be God) we have reaſonable Hopes of a happy, 
and even a ſpeedy Iſſue ; yet that Iſſue is ſtill in the 
Hands of Providence, and conſequently to us ſtill un- 
certain. One thing we may do well to remember, that 
notwithſtanding the Excellency and Purity of the Con- 
ſtitution we enjoy, and of the Religion we profeſs, we 
cannot be more the peculiar People of God than the 


$ Jews were zand after all the miraculous Deliverances he 


had afforded them, they were at laſt, upon their re- 
peated Provocations, finally extirpated without any 
Hopes of another Reſtoration. That the like dreadful 
Judgment may not fall upon us, let us break off all our 


Dias by Repentance, and in particular, be heartily 
> Thankful to Almighty God for his extraordinary Mer- 
cies already vouchſafed to us; eſpecially for that which 
we this Day joyfully commemorate. And for our En- 
= couragement, there now ſeems to be a very promiſing 
Proſpect before us. 
ceedingly deluded, ſeem now to be in a great Meaſure 
undeceiv'd, to open their Eyes to the Truth, and to be 
more diſpas d to a thorough Reconciliation, than they have 
ever ſince they were firſt ſo deluded. We enjoy the 
= Happineſs of a moſt excellent QUEEN, Now, ſerv'd 
and aſſiſted by Wiſe, Faithful, and Religious Counſellors, 
and Senators; Which we of the Clergy, ſurely may be 
allow'd to ſay, without the leaſt imputation of Flat- 
tery: Since not to mention what they have done to 
ſupport and enrich the State, there has been that per- 
form'd by Them to ſtrengthen the Church, which can- 


Many who were not long ſince ex- 


not he equall'd ſince its Reformation from Popery. 


| However, if we muſt not praiſe them, we may at 
| leaſt be permitted the Liberty of offering our Thanks 


to Them, and our Prayers for Them. May the God of 
Heaven and Earth reward their pious Labours, their 
good Will to Sion, with increaſe of Honour and Happi- 
neſs in this World, and with everlaſting Glory in the 
World to come. In conſideration therefore of all theſe 
great Things which have been done for us, 1 cannot, I 

think 
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| + think, better conclude this Diſcourſe, than by reciting 


a memorable Paſſage ont of another part of the Pro- 
phecy, deliver'd by the Author of my Text; Since it 
15 wonderfully applicable, not only, to the joyful oc- 
caſion of this Day, it being a Song of Triumph, upon 
the great Reſtoration of the Jewiſh Conſtitution, which 
the Prophet foretold, and which I have all along pa- 
rallel'd with our Reſtoration; but alſo to ſome other, and 
much later happy Events, with which it has pleas'd Al- 
mighty God, to bleſs theſe ſinful Nations. It is in the 
44th Chapter of this Prophecy; and as I repeat it let 
particular Notice be taken, of God's confounding the 
deepeſt Deſigns laid by the wiſe and crafty Men of this 
World ; and eſpecially in the Laſt Verſe, let it be obſer- 
ved, that Cyrus is in that Reſpect a Parallel with Our 


moſt Gracious and Pious SoveRtiGN, Jeruſalem with 


our excellent Conſtitution, and One Temple with Fiery 
Cuuvxcuks. The whole Paſſage runs thus. Sing 0 
ye Heavens, for the Lord hath done it; ſhout ye lower part: 
of the Earth, break forth into Singing ye Mountains, O For- 
reſt and every Tree therein : For the Lord hath redeemed 


| Jacob, and glorifyd Himſelf in Iſrael. Thus ſaith the 


Lord, the Redeemer and He that form'd thee from the Womb, 
I am the Lord that maketh all things, that ſtreteheth forth 
the Heavens alone, and ſpreadeth abroad the Earth by my 
felf : That frutrateth the Tokens of the Liars, and 
maketh Diviners Pad; that turneth wiſe Wen 
backward, and maketh their Knowledge Fwliſh: 


That confirmeth the Word of his Servant, and performcth 


the Counſel of his Meſſengers : That ſaith to Jeruſalem 
thou ſhalt be inhabited, and to the Cities of 
Judah, Al be-Hutlt, and J will raiſe up the 
decay d Places thereof: That ſaith of Cy Rus hr 15 
my Shepheard and (hall perfozm all my Plea- 


ſure. Ever ſaying to Jeruſalem thou ſhalt be built, and 
to the Temple % Fond ſpall be laid. 
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